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SUBJECT: DEATH OF STEVE BIKO: INQUEST AFTERMATH 
REF: PRETORIA 6585 

1 . ACCORDING TO DEC. 5 PRESS REPORT, PRETORIA CHIEF 
MAGISTRATE MARTHINUS PRINS STATED THAT HE DOES NOT INTEND 
TO EXPLAIN THE REASONS FOR HIS DEC. 2 FINDING IN THE BIKO 
INQUEST. PRINS SAID, "I MADE A FINDING IN TERMS OF 

THE ACT AND THAT CONCLUDED MY DUTY. .AS FAR AS I AM 
CONCERNED, THAT IS THE END OF IT." 

2. PRINS REPORTEDLY ADMITTED THAT HE WILL REVIEW THE COURT RECORD 
FOR INDICATIONS OF PROFESSIONAL MISCONDUCT ON THE PART 

OF THE DOCTORS AND DECIDE WHETHER THE RECORD SHOULD 
BE FORWARDED TO THE MEDICAL AND DENTAL COUNCIL FOR 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, 

BIKO'S WIDOW, NTSIKI, MAY LODGE A COMPLAINT WITH 
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THE COUNCIL AGAINST THE DOCTORS WHO "TREATED" BIKO. 

ACCORDING TO BIKO FAMILY ATTORNEY, SHUN CHETTY, 

NEXT STEP WILL BE A CIVIL SUIT AGAINST POLICE. 

DEC. 4/5 PRESS SPECULATED SUIT MAY BE AGAINST 
MINISTER OF POLICE JIMMY KRUGER AND MINISTER OF 
HEALTH DR. SCHALK VAN DER MERWE AS CHIEF PERSONS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SECURITY POLICE AND DISTRICT 
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SURGEONS. CHETTY IS QUOTED IN PRESS AS SAYING 
"A CLAIM FOR DAMAGES WILL HAVE TO BE BROUGHT QUITE 
SOON. IN TERMS OF THE PRESCRIPTION ACT, CIVIL ACTIONS 
HAVE TO BE BROUGHT WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF THE EVENT- 
IN THIS CASE THE OCCURANCE WHICH GAVE RISE TO MR. 

BIKO'S DEATH. THIS MEANS WE WILL HAVE TO ESTIMATE (SIC) IT 
FROM AUGUST 18, THE DATE ON WHICH MR. BIKO WAS DETAINED.” 

CHETTY DECLINED TO COMMENT PUBLICLY ON WHO WILL BE 
SUED AND FOR HOW MUCH. 

BOWDLER 
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